Notes:

Judah’s Fallen Condition (3:1-4:1)

Isaiah 3:1-4:1 presents a sobering picture of Judah’s collapse under the
judgment of God. Judah had placed her confidence in substitutes rather
than in the LORD - wealth, outward appearances, idols and false gods,
foreign alliances, military strength, and human wisdom (Prov 14:34).
When a people reject God, He removes His blessings and allows judgment
to fall. Yet even in judgment, God speaks comfort to His faithful remnant:
“Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him” (v10).

. God's Judgment on Judah (3:1-7)

God's judgment begins with the removal of support. The expression “stay

and staff” refers to what sustains life and society - basic provision, stability,

and order. Bread and water represent daily necessities. In Scripture, famine

often serves as divine discipline (Lev 26:26; Amos 4:6). Historically, this

prophecy was fulfilled as Judah faced mounting pressure from surrounding

nations, culminating in Babylon's sieges of Jerusalem (2 Kgs 25:1-3; Ezek

4:16-17). Judah fell not merely because Babylon was strong, but because

God removed the nation’s inner supports. Babylon was the instrument; God

was the Judge.

God further removes capable leaders at every level of society:

- The mighty man and man of war - loss of military protection.

- The judge and the prophet - loss of justice and spiritual truth.

- The prudent and the ancient - loss of wisdom and experience.

- The captain of fifty and the honourable man - loss of administration.

- The counsellor, cunning artificer, and eloquent orator - loss of skill and
counsel.

Every pillar of society - military, political, spiritual, and moral - is stripped

away because Judah trusted in substitutes instead of God (2:6-8; 2 Kgs

24:14).

God then allows immature, weak, and morally unfit leadership to rise:

“children...babes shall rule over them.” Judah's history confirms this pattern

- Manasseh (2 Chr 33:1), Jehoiachin (2 Kgs 24:8), Zedekiah (2 Kgs 24:18-19)

- their reigns brought instability, oppression, and spiritual decline. The

result was social chaos: oppression increased, respect for authority

vanished, and social order broke down. VV6-7 paint a picture of

desperation - anyone with a cloak is pressured to lead. Yet leadership is so

burdensome that no one wants it.



One of God's severest judgments is to give people the leaders they desire.
When a nation rejects God, it eventually loses not only godly leaders, but
competent leaders (Matt 15:14; Prov 1:7; 29:2). True stability rests only in
the LORD (Ps 127:1).

. _The Cause and Consequences of God's Judgment (3:8-12)

Judah'’s collapse was the result of open rebellion against the LORD.

- Open Rebellion. Judah’s words and actions openly defied the LORD and
provoked His glory. Sin was no longer hidden or subtle - it was defiant
and provocative. A society that mocks God invites judgment.

- Sin Without Shame. The very expression on the faces of the people
betrays their guilt. Sin had become so normalized that it was public &
proudly displayed. Like Sodom, Judah no longer hid sin - they declared
it. Calling sin acceptable does not remove guilt - it hastens judgment.

This open rebellion brought destruction upon themselves: Judah “rewarded

evil unto themselves.” God often judges by allowing people to reap what

they sow (Gal 6:7-9). Sin carries its own consequences. The wicked may

appear to prosper for a season, but their end is destruction (Ps 73).

Yet God comforts the righteous: “it shall be well with him” (v10), pointing

toward future restoration (4:2-4). He distinguishes between the righteous

and the wicked (vww10-11). Judgment is never indiscriminate (Gen 18:25).

Even when society falters, God calls His people to walk righteously, trust

Him fully, and live as a faithful remnant (Gal 6:9).

Leadership failure is further highlighted by reversed roles and abandoned

responsibility. The mention of women ruling signifies societal disorder and

failed leadership. Those meant to guide instead misled, leaving the nation
morally directionless. Corrupt leadership is both a cause & a sign of
judgment.

Isaiah shows that God's judgment is often gradual - loss of provision,

leadership, direction, and dignity. God judges not only by what He sends,

but by what He withdraws. Persistent rejection leads God to give people
over to their sins that they might suffer the destructive consequences of

their sins (Rom 1:24, 26, 28; Ps 81:12).

God's Justice and Vindication (3:13-15)

The LORD stands as both prosecutor and judge against Judah. This
emphasizes the certainty of guilt and the inevitability of judgment. His

justice is perfect, impartial, and unavoidable. God condemns Judah’s
leaders for abuse of power, unjust enrichment and betrayal of trust. Those
meant to protect instead devoured the flock. The phrase “grind the faces of
the poor” pictures ruthless exploitation of the poor. God identifies Himself
as the defender of the weak and oppressed (Exo 22:22-24; Prov 14:31).
Leadership carries great responsibility. Authority is stewardship, not
entitlement. Those in authority will give an account to God. Nations rarely
collapse solely because of external enemies; they decay from within
through injustice and corruption (Northern Israel, Judah, Rome).

God'’s Judgment on Pride and Vanity (3:16—4:1)

The “daughters of Zion” - women of Jerusalem, symbolizing the nation -
were haughty, immodest, and obsessed with luxury and appearance (vv16-
23). Their identity was shaped by possessions, not by devotion to God.
Their outward beauty masked inner emptiness. True beauty is inward
holiness (Titus 2:5; 1 Pet 3:3-4).
God's response to pride is devastating and decisive. God would strip away
their finery and replace beauty with shame.
- Loss of beauty and health — Their “crown” would become baldness and
disease.
- Exposure of hidden sin — The LORD would lay bare what they tried to
conceal.
- Loss of luxury — All their ornaments and finery (vv18-23) would be
stripped away in judgment and captivity.
Isaiah describes a dramatic reversal of fortune as divine judgment for the
prideful extravagance of the daughters of Zion: fragrance — stench; belt—
a rope; styled hair — baldness; fine clothing — sackcloth; beauty — shame.
This anticipates the Babylonian captivity, when loss and humiliation would
strip away all they idolized. What is exalted among men is often
abomination in God's sight (Luke 16:15; Matt 6:19-21).
The judgment culminates in devastating loss: Judah’s men perish in war,
leaving Jerusalem desolate and mourning (Lam 1:4). So severe is the loss
that seven women cling to one man, seeking only the removal of reproach
(4:1). Final picture of societal collapse: Pride — Judgment — Loss —
Desperation. Judah's tragedy was trusting in substitutes rather than the
LORD. Isaiah 3 warns every generation: security built on anything other
than God will fail.



